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CHRISTINAS How can you judge?  You're Ms uncle.  You

might just as well say I have no charm.
ARTHUR: You haven't. You're an admirable woman, with

all the substantial virtues which make you an ornament

to your sex, but you have no charm.

CHRISTINA: \Witb a grim smile.} I should be a fool if I
expected you to pay me compliments, shouldn't I?

ARTHUR: You would at all events be a woman who is
unable to learn by experience.

CHRISTINA: Besides, I don't agree with you. I think Henry
has charm.

ARTHUR: Why do we all call him Henry? Why does Henry
suit him so admirably? If he had charm we would
naturally call him Harry.

CHRISTINA: Really, Arthur, it amazes me that a man in your
position can be influenced by such absurd trifles. It's so
unfair, when a boy has a dozen solid real virtues that you
should refuse to recommend him for a job because he
hasn't got in your opinion a frivolous, unsubstantial
advantage like charm.

ARTHUR: Unsubstantial it may be, but frivolous it certainly
isn't. Believe rne, charm is the most valuable asset that
any man can have. D'you think it sounds immoral to
say it compensates for the lack of brains and virtue?
Alas! it happens to be true. Brains may bring you to
power, but charm enables you to keep it. Without
charm you will never lead men.

CHRISTINA: And do you imagine you're likely to find a
young Englishman who's a sportsman and an Arabic
scholar, who has tact, imagination, sympathy, wisdom,
courtesy and charm?

ANNE: If you do, Arthur, I'm afraid he won't remain here
very long, because I warn you, I shall insist on marrying
him.